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Christmas Revel

December 2 @ 5:00 pm - December 4 @ 10:00 am

Barony of Axemoor

MS Elks Camp

67 Lomas Rd

Hattiesburg, MS. 39402



Welcome Krampus! Goodbye Gobbler! We are past November! Now we enter the time of elves & jolly men 

with snow white beards. December will be an eventful month for us. Christmas Revel (always a great 

event!) will be the first weekend. I'll be there as well as Papa Noelle! We have a demo the second weekend! 

Our first NarbyCon! Should be a great time! Please come and at least mingle & spread cheer if you can. We 

will have a fighter practice every Sunday in December except Christmas weekend. Unless someone wants 

to try to give me a beating for Christmas! Then I'm all in! At the November business meeting we discussed 

NarbyCon, Christmas Revel, 12th Night, a regional Equestrian practice, possible KLE (Kingdom Level 

Events) and a yearly Shire event. NarbyCon is the 10th & 11th of December. Sorry for the short notice but 

the invite kinda sprung up on us. We will have a table for display and a fighting demo if I have authorized 

fighters. Just having a presence would be great! For Christmas Revel they need help with tables for feast. 

I'm bringing 2 6ft tables. If you're attending and can pack one, it would be appreciated! 12th Night is in 

January and hosted by Seleone! If you can teach a class or volunteer to help in any way, please do! We will 

be planning for a future event really soon. I need to check the KLE rotation list, but if we aren't on list for 

those, we really need to organize an event run by our Shire. We should have one event a year whether we 

are responsible for a KLE or not. As it was mentioned at the meeting, I have talked with the Baron of 

Osprey & there may be a border dispute to settle! Long ago Osprey and Seleone disputed over 1 square foot 

of land at their borders! Since Caer Dun has inherited the borders with Meridies' Barony of Osprey any 

further disputes fall to us! We must defend our river realm! This is in the works and may be a fun event if 

agreed upon between the groups. More info to follow! Other than that, Happy Holidays and I hope Krampus 

forgives you!

YIS Ld Karsas Sarmatae called Talan 

Seneschal and Knight Marshal 

Shire of Caer Dun

Seneschal & Knights Marshal



CHRONICLER

Tis chilly out there, even if it is only in our 

dreams. Another year is coming to a close

and we have much to be thankful for.

Remember to send things my way if you 

would like. Happy Holidays!

Thanks!

HE Devin ODonnabhain

Chronicler for the Shire of Caer Dun



Holiday Greetings to one & all.

Your friendly A&S Officer here, asking you to report 

what you have been doing on the A&S front. Have 

you attended any events? Taken any classes while 

at the event? Or perhaps you have been honing a 

skill or learning a new one. I'd like to know if you 

have been sharing or teaching a skill you have 

mastered. Please send an email 

to caerdunaands@gmail.com.

Wishing each of a very happy holiday season.

Baroness Bailey Rose Marsh

Caer Dun A&S Officer

Minister of Arts and Sciences

mailto:caerdunaands@gmail.com


Julian of Norwich



Julian of Norwich wrote the first work in the English language which we can be 

sure was authored by a woman. For this fact alone she is remarkable, but she 

was also one of the most sophisticated and unusual theologians of her era.

Who was Julian of Norwich?

We know precious little about Julian – even her name is unclear. She gives away 

almost no personal information in her Revelations of Divine Love. What we know 

can be gleaned from small scraps of information in wills, in a contemporary 

account, from some fleeting references in her work and from a rubric (a few 

lines of introductory text) in the only surviving medieval manuscript of her 

work.

This rubric, in a manuscript dated to 1413, describes her as a ‘Julyan that is 

recluse ate Norwyche and ȝitt on lyfe’ [Julian, who is a recluse in Norwich and 

is alive] (f. 97r). Here the word ‘recluse’ means that Julian was an anchoress – a 

woman who had retreated from the world to live a life of prayer and 

contemplation, alone in a cell. We know her today as Julian because she was 

attached to the church of St Julian in Norwich (although the name ‘Julian’ could 

also be given to a woman in this period). If she had another name, we do not 

know what it was.



Julian’s Visions

In her Revelations, Julian describes how, in the thirtieth year of her 

life, she lay dying. At this point, she experienced a series of visions 

which she believed to be divine revelations. She tells us that this 

occurred in May 1373, which gives us her birthdate as late 1342.

This is the first information we have about Julian’s life. We are not 

sure whether she was already an anchoress at this point, or if she 

had had another occupation. (Although the description of her near-

deathbed, with the people around her, suggests she was not 

enclosed in a cell.) There has been some suggestion that she was a 

nun. If this is the case, she may have come from Carrow Abbey, a 

Benedictine convent, which was a mile from the church of St Julian 

in Norwich. Carrow held the ‘advowson’ of the church, which was 

the right to appoint its rector.



Composing the Revelations of Divine Love

It seems that soon after her visions in May 1373, Julian composed what is 

known as the ‘Short Text’ of her Revelations. Over the next two decades, 

however, she meditated on the meaning of her visions, producing a much 

longer text, known as the ‘Long Text’ after ‘twenty yere saue thre

monthys’ [three months short of twenty years]. The expansion of her 

work represents her transition from visionary to sophisticated theologian.

Later Life and Death

Whether Julian was a nun or an anchoress before the events of May 1373, 

she had definitely become an anchoress by 1394 when a bequest was 

made to ‘Julian ankorite’ [Julian the anchoress]. Julian seems to have 

been still alive in 1416 because in that year Isabel Ufforde,

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-short-text-of-julian-of-norwichs-revelations-of-divine-love
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-long-text-of-julian-of-norwichs-revelations-of-divine-love


the Countess of Suffolk, left 20 shillings to a ‘Julian, recluse at 

Norwich’. She would have been 73.

Thus, it would appear that Julian spent at least 20 years enclosed in 

her cell or ‘anchorhold’. Despite this enclosure, and her protestation 

that she was a ‘symple creature vnlettyred’ [a simple, uneducated 

creature], Julian was evidently very learned and must have been 

exposed to theological learning either through sermons or direct 

access to texts.

The date of her death is unknown.

Further information about the life of Julian of Norwich can be found via the Oxford Dictionary of 

National Biography.

Used via the Creative Commons and The British Library at www.bl.uk

http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-15163
http://www.bl.uk/


The Long Text of Julian of Norwich's Revelations of Divine Love

In May 1373, a woman took to 

her bed, believing that she was 

shortly going to die. She was 

30 years old. To offer her 

comfort at the point of her 

death, a curate (a priest’s 

assistant) at her bedside held a 

crucifix out in front of her. At 

this moment, the woman – who 

is today known as Julian of 

Norwich – experienced a series 

of 16 extraordinary visions.

https://www.bl.uk/people/julian-of-norwich


Julian of Norwich’s Revelations of Divine Love

These visions are described in the Revelations of Divine Love, 

which is the first work in English to be authored by a woman. 

Two versions of the text exist. There is a 'Short Text', which 

appears to have been written down soon after Julian 

recovered from the illness that nearly killed her in 1373. In it, 

Julian describes the terrifying recent events of her deathbed 

and the spiritual comfort she received during her darkest 

hour. The version which you can see here – the so-called 

‘Long Text’ – was composed decades after the Short Text. It 

represents her reflections on the meaning of the visions she

experienced. It is around four times longer and appears to 

show the work of an editor or editors.

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-short-text-of-julian-of-norwichs-revelations-of-divine-love


Scholars are divided about when Julian began work on her Long 

Text. In the penultimate chapter of the work she writes:

And fro the time that it was shewede, I desyerde oftentimes to witte

what was oure lords mening. And fifteen yere after and mor, I was 

answered in gostly understanding, seyeng thus: ‘What, woldest thou 

wit thy lords mening in this thing? Wit it wele, love was his mening’.

[And from the time that it came to me, I often desired to know what 

our Lord’s meaning was. After fifteen years or more, I received an 

answer, saying to me: ‘What, would you like to know the Lord’s 

meaning in this thing? Know it well, love was his meaning’.]

This would place the work of the revision in 1388, but it is clear 

from other evidence that the revising went on until 1393, when 

Julian was 50 years old. Evidently, striving to make out the meaning 

of her revelation was Julian’s life’s work.



The manuscript and the first edition of the 'Long Text'

The earliest manuscript of the 'Long Text' appears to have been 

copied by Anne Clementine Cary, a Benedictine nun living in exile 

from England, who died in 1671. Cary lived among a community of 

nuns in Cambrai or Paris and it is here that Father Serenus Cressy 

(1605–1674) probably encountered a manuscript of the 'Long 

Text' which he used to produce the first edition of Julian's work 

in 1670. The manuscript you can see here was probably made in 

around 1675, most likely from the manuscript which Cressy 

himself used. It is fitting that the survival of this important text 

about female experience was made possible by the energies of 

later women scribes.

Used via the Creative Commons and The British Library at www.bl.uk

http://www.bl.uk/


Holiday Coloring Page!

Print the snowman and 

have fun coloring him. Add 

embellishments if so 

inclined!

Happy Holidays from

The Shire of Caer Dun &

Kingdom of Gleann Abhann!



M e e t i n g P l a c e s

*Please note that the month of DECEMBER has some 

changes for meetings and fighter practice.

Please see the Calendar on page 4*

Business Meeting; Held the 4th Wednesday of every month 

at Aunt Jenny's Catfish Restaurant, 1217 Washington Ave. 

Ocean Springs, MS. Meeting begins at 6:30 pm.

Fighter Practice; Held every Sunday. Check calendar for 

dates and the Shire Facebook page for any updates. Fighter 

Practice is held at the Vancleave Splashpad at Vancleave 

Complex, 5400 Ball Park Road, Vancleave, MS 39564.





This is the December 2022 issue of The Crane's Call; a publication 

of the Shire of Caer Dun of the SCA. The Crane's Call is available 

from Baron Devin ODonnabhain at: caerdunchronicler@gmail.com.

It is not a Corporate publication of the SCA Inc. and does not 

delineate SCA policies. Copyright 2022 SCA Inc. For information 

on reprinting articles and artwork from this publication, please 

contact the Chronicle who will assist you in contacting the 

original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our 

contributors. Submissions should be sent to the Chronicler by the 

25th of the month unless otherwise notified. An SCA Creative Work 

Copyright Assignment/Grant of Use Form or your GA Release 

Number must be on file or accompany all submissions.

All images from pexel.com. Medieval Monsters article used with permission from Medieval monsters: from the mystical to the demonic | 

The British Library (bl.uk) under the Creative Commons license. www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Holiday clipart on the calendar from Free Holiday Cliparts, (clipart-library.com)


