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YIS,

Ld Karsas Sarmatae called Talan

Seneschal & Knight Marshal

Shire of Caer Dun

From the Seneschal and Knights Marshal
Hello populace,

The time for Spring Crown is upon us. There's still 

a lot to do. We will have setup for the event on 

May 14th and 15th. Our business meeting will be 

on May 25th and will be reconciliation for the 

event. I really hope everyone can come and enjoy 

the event! Our only fighter practice for May will 

be on the 8th. The other will be replaced by the 

event. Lots to do. Gotta go!



Minister of Arts & Sciences
Pyrography or pyrogravure is the free handed art of decorating wood or other materials with 

burn marks resulting from the controlled application of a heated object such as a poker or 

electric wood burning tool. It is also known as pokerwork or wood burning.

The term means "writing with fire", from the Greek pur (fire) and graphos (writing). It can be 

practiced using specialized modern pyrography tools, or using a metal implement heated in a 

fire, or even sunlight concentrated with a magnifying lens. "Pyrography dates from the 17th 

century and reached its highest standard in the 19th century. In its crude form it is 

pokerwork."

Pyrography is also popular among gourd crafters and artists, where designs are burned onto 

the exterior of a dried hard-shell gourd.

I used this technique to decorate the ornate back and arms of my Savonarola or sella
curculis, otherwise known as a chair of estate. A foldable travel chair (or scissor chair.) I 

used two methods of decorating the chair. Actual carving of a shamrock and the burned 

design of beasties. My chair has been seen at many events and been on display during 

various A&S competitions.

ref en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyrography

THL Bailey Rose Marsh

Caer Dun A&S Officer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fireplace_poker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lens_(optics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gourd


From the Chronicler
Hooray Hooray the 1st of May and here we are. 

Crown Tourney is upon us ! Thank you to everyone 

for being such an awesome Shire. If you have not 

registered then please do. This will be a glorious 

day for fun and fellowship.

The days are getting warmer so please stay 

hydrated. If you have anything for the newsletter 

then be sure to send it.

In Service to Crown and Kingdom,

HE Devin ODonnabhain

Shire of Caer Dun







Image courtesy of: Mistress Rosalind bint Mihrimah









Notre Dame Sarcophagus Discovered During Reconstruction of 

Parisian Cathedral

In April 2019, a devastating fire engulfed the historical Notre 

Dame Cathedral in the heart of Paris, built at a time when France 

was moving towards its identity as a nation, all the way back in the 

12th and 13th centuries. As the nation looked on in tears and horror, 

members of the business and political elite were quick to reassure 

a shocked public that rebuilding this monument integral to French 

identity was a priority. In the midst of the restoration of Notre Dame 

and its rebuilding, a leaden Notre Dame sarcophagus and several 

tombs have been uncovered by archaeologists, likely dating back to 

the 14th century, reports CBS News. “The floor of the transept 

crossing has revealed remains of remarkable scientific quality,” 

France's Culture Minister Roselyne Bachelot said, adding that 

excavation works have been extended until 25 March 2022.



Surprise Finds: Mysterious Notre Dame

Sarcophagus and Tombs

A press release by the French Ministry of 

Culture and Communication on late Monday 

night described the burial sites as being of a 

“remarkable scientific quality,” and found 

among the Notre Dame tombs a “completely 

preserved, human-shaped sarcophagus 

made of lead.” The exact location of these 

finds were at the ancient church’s spire at 

the central spot where the transept crosses 

the nave. Added to the fray, elements of 

painted sculptures too were located, 

beneath the current floor level of the 

cathedral.



Marquette van Amsterdam 

accepts Baronial Rapier 

Champion award from their 

Excellencies.

“We were able to send a small camera inside which showed cloth remains, organic 

matter such as hair and plant remains,” explained Christophe Besnier, the lead 

archaeologist. “You can glimpse pieces of fabric, hair and a pillow of leaves on top of 

the head, a well-known phenomenon when religious leaders were buried. The fact that 

these plant elements are still inside means the body is in a very good state of 

conservation.”

She added that the lead sarcophagus probably belonged to a 

dignitary from the early 14th century, a very exciting prospect 

for a better understanding of the Middle Ages, particularly 

funeral practices, according to Dominique Garcia of the National 

Institute of Archaeological Research. Ahead of installing 

scaffolding to rebuild the spire, precautionary testing had been 

carried out to check the stability of the ground. During this 

process, an underground heating system from the 19th century 

was discovered with the sarcophagus lying among the brick 

pipes.



The Notre Dame: A History of Destruction

AFP reports that other parts of the structure which 

had been destroyed in the early 18 th century at the 

time of the French Revolution and unearthed during 

the subsequent restoration in the mid-1800s, are 

already on display at the Louvre Museum. This is not 

the only time that the Notre Dame has faced 

destruction or an attack to its very structure it stems 

to all the way back when the cathedral of Saint-

Etienne, which stood for over 400 years today where 

the Notre Dame stood, was destroyed in favour of a 

new cathedral dedicated to the Virgin Mary.

Even before the French Revolution, the rot had 

taken control of the historic building it lay 

dilapidated, unmaintained, dirty, and this became the 

subject of an incensed Victor Hugo’s seminal novel 

from 1831, a gothic masterpiece popularly known as 

The Hunchback of Notre-Dame. This was despite 

Napoleon Bonaparte choosing the famous cathedral 

as the venue for his coronation in 1804.



The French Revolution, however, witnessed all elements of church, state, and 

religion, experience the wrath of the people. Revolutionaries tore down 28 statues of 

kings houses in the Notre Dame, and many other statues of religious figures, save the 

one of Virgin Mary. The original spire erected in the 13th century was also torn down, 

and renamed the temple complex in honor of the Goddess of Reason a byproduct of 

enlightenment thought which question the role of religion in the manipulation of the 

social fabric.

It was only under the tutelage of architect Eugne-Emmanuel Viollet-le-Du, that a 

major renovation project starting in 1843 was begun it took 20 years.! This was the 

Notre Dame that we saw till 2019, with the old spire being replaced, sculpted 

gargoyles added (some of which were lost in the fire), and the painting of new murals, 

reports Live Science. With the goal of the 2024 Olympics in Paris in mind, the 

renovation team, under the watchful eye of Jean-Louis Georgelin, is confident of 

restoring the Notre Dame back to its glory.

“The Minister of Culture and Army General Jean-Louis Georgelin, president of the 

public establishment, are delighted with these discoveries which will enrich our 

understanding of the history of Notre-Dame de Paris,” concludes the press release 

when discussing the tombs and Notre Dame sarcophagus uncovered during restoration 

work in Paris.

Images of Notre Dame from: The Notre-Dame Cathedral in Art (1460–1921) – The Public Domain Review

Article courtesy of Ancient Origins | Reconstructing the story of humanity's past (ancient-origins.net)

https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/the-notre-dame-cathedral-in-art-1460-1921
https://www.ancient-origins.net/









